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FIFTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE RECORD- 
ING SECRETARY FOR 1908. 

To the President and Members of the Columbia Historical 
Society, Greeting: 

The Recording Secretary submits the Fifteenth Annual 
Report, beginning with the 98th meeting, January 14, 1908, 
and ending with the 105th meeting, December 8th of the 
same year. 

The losses through death, resignation and other causes, 
have been unusually heavy this year, so that the Society's 
membership list shows only 216 names. 

The Board of Managers has held 10 meetings, with an 
average attendance of 7 members. The Society has held 
8 meetings in the Banquet Hall of The Shoreham, with an 
average attendance of 120 members and guests. 

The Society celebrated its 100th meeting by a Buffet 
Luncheon in honor of the Birthday of the Father of his 
Country. The menu cards bore a handsome steel engraving 
of the seal of the Society, and the souvenirs were silken 
banners enriched with the same emblem. 

Volume 11 of The Records, issued in 1908, is so far the 
banner number, as it contains 418 pages and 21 illustrations, 
with a valuable reprint in the shape of the Sessford Annals 
which cover a period <rf nearly forty years, from 1822 to 1860, 
and have never before been accessible to students of District 
history except in the files of the National Intelligencer. 

The Corresponding Secretary reports that all matters com- 
ing within his province have been promptly attended to. 

At the risk of repeating herself, the Secretary must again 
call attention to our crying need of a suitable room wherein 
the steadily accumulating library of the Society can be acces- 
sible to its members. For fifteen years our Curator has 
afforded us fireproof storage, rent free, and though he has 
made no complaint, the Society should feel a pride in reliev- 
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ing him of this burden while securing for itself a home where 
its business could be transacted, its members could meet for 
study and research, and its possessions could be so arranged 
as to be available for such purpose. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Stevens Beall, 
Recording Secretary. 
January 12, 1909. 



